THE FUTURE OF INDIA
"There can be little doubt that
early marriage, by forcing the girl
into premature puberty, or at least
into child-bearing before she is fully
developed, not only reduces the number
of wives who survive to become mothers,
but lessens their reproductive powers.
Even with universal marriage the
fecundity of each married woman is
so small and the mortality so high that
the population of the Punjab scarcely
increases faster than that of England."
And in the England of 1881, 41 per
cent, of the women between the ages
of twenty and forty were unmarried.
In the Punjab, counting widows as
unmarried, the percentage of unwed
women was no higher than n.
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